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In late October 2013, a large funnel-web spider was 
seen under brick rubble at the former Govan 
Graving Dockyards (NS559656) during a bioblitz 
organised by students from the University of 
Glasgow (Fig. 1A). The specimen was collected for 
identification and during the day several other 
individuals where recorded at the site. All 
specimens seen were identified as being female and 
were within a web under the brick rubble. It was 
thought at the time that they were the hobo spider 
(Tegenaria agrestis) and this was later confirmed 
with microscopic examination of the epigyne 
(female genitals) of the collected specimen (Lockett 
and Millidge, 1978; Roberts, 1996). Mike Davidson, 
British Arachnological Society vice county recorder 
for the areas 87-95, also confirmed the species as 
the hobo spider. This is the first confirmed record of 
this species in the Glasgow area and previously the 
few records have been from the east of Scotland 
from West Lothian (2 locations), Falkirk (2 
locations) and Clackmannanshire (1 location) (NBN 
Gateway and personal records). 
 
The hobo spider (Fig. 1B) is similar in appearance to 
its larger relatives Tegenaria saeva and T. gigantea 
that are typically seen in people’s houses and 
sometimes in gardens and under rubble. The hobo 
spider is rarely recorded indoors and this may be 
due to competition with its larger and more 
aggressive relatives (Roberts, 1996). It is typically 
found amongst vegetation or under stones in waste 
ground and alongside railway tracks (Roberts, 
1996).  
 
In Scotland, this species appears to favour 
brownfield sites, although it has been recorded in 
other habitats in England and Wales. Brownfield 
sites with rubble and an open mosaic of habitats 
provide ideal conditions for this species and the 
surveyor was not surprised to find this species in 
Glasgow, although it has previously been recorded 
no further west than Alloa (NS884920) and 
Carronshore, near Larbert in Falkirk (NS879826). 
These sites are often not surveyed for wildlife and it 

is thought that this species is more widespread 
throughout Scotland’s central belt.  
 
The collected specimen is now with Mike Davidson. 
 

  

 
 
Fig. 1. Hobo spider, Tegenaria agrestis. (A) Female 
T. agrestis within nest under brick rubble, Govan 
Graving Dockyards on 29.10.2013. Photograph 
taken by Suzanne Bairner. (B) Female T. agrestis 
under brick rubble at Forge Dam, Carronshore in 
Falkirk, September 2013. Photograph taken by 
Steven Falk. 
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