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The handbook on the Fauna, Flora and Geology of 
the Clyde Area published in 1901 for the local 
committee for the Glasgow meeting of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science (Elliot 
et al., 1901) listed 12 opilionid species, including 
records then from only two of the Clyde islands: 
Arran and Bute. Currently, 13 species are recorded 
for 'Argyll & Bute' on the National Biodiversity 
Network's (NBN) Gateway website 
(https://data.nbn.org.uk; accessed 5 September 
2016). Eight species (Lacinius ephippiatus, 
Leiobunum rotundum, Mitopus morio, Nemastoma 
bimaculatum, Opilio saxatilis, Paroligolophus agrestis, 
Phalangium opilio and Platybunus triangularis) are 
currently recorded from Great Cumbrae Island, with 
only one record, for Phalangium opilio, listed from 
Little Cumbrae Island on that website. 
 
The Harvestman recording Scheme (run by the 
British Arachnological Society, 
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk ) currently lists 10 
species from these islands and 10 for VC100, adding 
Oligolophus tridens and Megabunus diadema to 
those earlier records (both these species recorded 
by Michael Hogg in 1993). 
 
My collecting, using sweep-netting, hand-picking 
and pitfall-trapping methods, at sites on Gt Cumbrae 
Is. has so far revealed the presence of five species 
with one, Dicranopalpus ramosus, being new to the 
island, as follows: 
 
Family Nemastomatidae Simon, 1879 
Nemastoma bimaculatum (Fabricius). One among 
coastal vegetation from the immediate supralittoral 
zone in pitfall trap, 24 October 2015 Grey Craigs 
NS184565. 
 
Family Phalangiidae Simon, 1879 
Oligolophus tridens (C.L. Koch). This species is often 
abundant among coastal vegetation from the 
immediate supralittoral zone, as witnessed by pitfall 
trapping around the island's perimeter. 20 October 
2015 (3) Indian's Head NS162577; (2) West of 
White Bay NS174592; (abundant) Ballochmartin 
Bay NS182571; (2) Grey Craigs NS184565. 24 

October 2015 (many) Sheriff's Port NS151555; 
(many) Indian's Head NS162577. 
 
Megabunus diadema (Fabricius). One in my front 
garden (22 April 2016 NS171547). One on wall of 
my garden office (20 May 2016). 
 
Family Leiobunidae Šilhavý, 1946 
Dicranopalpus ramosus (Simon). Two atop nettles in 
shade under tree canopy in my back garden (20 
September 2015 NS171547). One basking in 
sunshine on south-facing wall of my garden office 
(29 July 2016). Two similarly atop nettles as earlier 
(31 July 2016). One on west-facing wall of veranda 
of garden office (24 August 2016). 
 
Leiobunum rotundum (Latreille). Two atop nettles in 
shade under tree canopy in my back garden (20 
September 2015 NS171547). Five basking in 
sunshine on south-facing wall of my garden office 
(29 July 2016). One on outside wall of my house (2 
August 2016). Two on nettles in shade under tree 
canopy in my back garden (13 August 2016). 
 
COMMENTS 
The beautiful little parthenogenetic species 
Megabunus diadema is easily overlooked and 
Oligolophus tridens seems most common at the very 
edge of the coastal vegetation. Dicranopalpus 
ramosus arrived in Britain from the Mediterranean 
region having been discovered first at Bournemouth 
in 1957 (Hillyard & Sankey, 1989). It was recorded 
in Ireland in 1994; its spread being linked there to 
the dumping of garden cuttings (Cawley, 1995). It 
seems to have a liking for conifers and is almost 
certainly moved with plants, landscaping materials 
etc. The earliest Scottish record for D. ramosus is 
from the Edinburgh area in 1995. Its subsequent 
dispersal has been impressive (Davidson, 2010; see 
also 
http://www.naturespot.org.uk/species/dicranopal
pus-ramosus; accessed 5 July 2016). It was recorded 
in Glasgow in 2007 (Rutherford, 2009) and it had 
reached Largs (in a garden) by 2008 (Harvestman 
Recording Scheme); a short ferry crossing to 
Cumbrae, with vehicles crossing all day long.  It was 
recorded on Arran in August 2016 (Harvestman 
Recording Scheme). 
 
It is worthwhile mentioning also that any 
Platybunus species encountered should now be 
checked for P. pinetorum, another recent arrival in 
the UK which has been recorded on several 
occasions in the Glasgow area 
(srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/
s/Platybunus+pinetorum; accessed 5 September 
2016) but which does not figure in Hillyard and 
Sankey's key (1989). As well as D. ramosus and P. 
pinetorum there are at least two species of 
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Leiobunum and Opilio canestrinii invading the UK 
and liable to turn up anywhere. In addition, Nelima 
gothica, originally thought to be restricted to 
islands/coastal areas has become quite widespread 
in recent years, sometimes far from the coast 
(Hillyard, 2005), and might be expected on Cumbrae. 
 
Since validation of records is an ever-present issue I 
shall be depositing voucher specimens in the 
Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 
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