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The status of suburban gardens as a potential 
refuge for wild flowers was highlighted by Dickson 
(1991). The flora of gardens is dominated by weeds 
of grassland and arable ground but may also include 
species more typical of meadows, hedgerows and 
woodlands. The biodiversity of wild plants in such 
gardens goes mostly undocumented but a study of 
one such garden on the south side of Glasgow (at 27 
Newark Drive) over a 25-year period was presented 
by O’Reilly (2012). Among the more iconic flowers 
cited by O’Reilly was the Broad-leaved Helleborine, 
Epipactis helleborine (L.) Crantz, an orchid which 
appears to have a stronghold among the suburban 
gardens in Glasgow, occurring in 47 of the 90 
tetrads surveyed by Dickson et al. (2000).  
 
Although several other orchid species are present in 
scattered localities throughout Glasgow, only the 
Common Spotted-orchid, Dactylorhiza fuchsii 
(Druce) Soó, and the Northern Marsh-orchid, 
Dactylorhiza purpurella (T. & T.A. Stephenson) Soó, 
are widespread, being recorded in 75 and 34 of 90 
tetrads respectively. Dickson et al. (2000) state that 
singleton Common Spotted-orchids can be expected 
to turn up almost anywhere in Glasgow, but 
surprisingly none was ever observed in the garden 
at Newark Drive over a period of observation 
extending from the 1970s to 2011. The property 
(and garden) at Newark Drive was sold in the 
autumn of 2012 but lay empty for two years before 
re-furbishment commenced in 2014. The garden 
was completely neglected during this period and 
became considerably overgrown. In July 2014 two 
flowering spikes of Common Spotted-orchid were 
observed on the overgrown front lawn. They did not 
survive into 2015 as the lawn was subsequently 
covered with building materials. However, just 
across the road, on the overgrown lawn at 28 
Newark Drive (which coincidently had also been 
vacant for a couple of years) a single large flowering 
spike of Common Spotted-orchid was seen in July 
2015. These finds represent the first record of this 
orchid for Pollokshields (tetrad T54 in Dickson et 
al., 2000, NS5662 in Watson, 2013). 

A little further south in the present garden of MO’R 
at Stratton Drive, Giffnock (NS 55812 59025) 
Broad-leaved Helleborine has been continuously 
present, with up to a dozen plants per annum, over 
the last 23 years (1993-2015). It is, until now, the 
only wild orchid recorded from Giffnock (tetrad T73 
in Dickson et al., 2000, NS5458 in Watson, 2013). 
No Common Spotted-orchids have been observed 
within the Stratton Drive garden but a small group 
has been established in a nearby garden at 39 
Moorburn Avenue (NS 5557 5925). In June 2015 
there were five large flower spikes growing at the 
edge of the front lawn and also among weedy 
patches on the gravel driveway. Those on the lawn 
appear to have been carefully protected from 
mowing and on the driveway have likewise been 
helped by an evident lack of weeding. According to 
the owner, the orchids arrived unassisted and, with 
a little help, have persisted for several years. In 
recent years the Northern Marsh-orchid has also 
been observed by MO’R growing in Giffnock on a 
small grassy verge in the grounds of the postal 
sorting office at Burnfield Road (NS 5598 5980). In 
June 2015 a group of five flowering spikes was 
present, though by the end of July they had been 
mown. These recent observations represent the 
first records of the latter two orchid species in 
Giffnock. 
 
Given the right conditions orchids may become 
locally abundant even within managed suburban 
habitats. At the former SEPA office in Peel Park, East 
Kilbride (about 800m south of tetrad 86 in Dickson 
et al., 2000) Common Spotted-orchids occurred in 
moderate numbers in unmown grassy verges and 
regularly sprouted in bare patches in shrubbery 
beds next to the office building. The Northern 
Marsh-orchid was even more frequent in the 
vicinity of the business park growing on mown 
roadside verges and hybrid spotted/marsh orchids 
were also not uncommon in the area. The 
abundance of the Northern Marsh-orchid appears to 
have increased here in recent years, possibly due to 
a less severe verge-side mowing regime. In June 
2015 around 250 flowering plants were counted 
along the verges of Redwood Crescent and at the 
junction of Redwood Crescent and Redwood Place 
(NS 6042 5484) a colony of around 400 flowering 
spikes occurred on a poorly drained grassy slope. 
Distributions of other orchid species around East 
Kilbride and throughout Lanarkshire are provided 
by Macpherson (2016). 
 
Even in a relatively modest suburban garden it is 
possible to nurture the development of an 
impressive mini-meadow of orchids, as has 
occurred in the garden of SL in Milngavie (NS 542 
746, about 500m north of tetrad T3 in Dickson et al., 
2000). While mowing the lawn in 1997, the year 
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after moving in, SL noticed five Common Spotted-
orchids and one Greater Butterfly-orchid, 
Platanthera chlorantha (Custer) Rchb. Mowing was 
halted and was thereafter only done before the 
orchids had appeared in the spring and after they 
had set seed in the autumn. All fertilisers and lawn 
treatments were avoided. By 2009 the number of 
Common Spotted-orchids had risen to 594 
flowering spikes, seeding themselves across the 
lawn, in flower beds, and even in abandoned pots 
and occasionally among gravel on the drive. The 
Greater Butterfly-orchid did less well but reached a 
total of 17 flowering spikes in 2013. In the last two 
years the numbers of both species have dropped off 
dramatically, with only 23 Common Spotted-orchids 
and seven Greater Butterfly-orchids being found in 
2015. As the Common Spotted-orchid plants 
seemed to colonise different parts of the garden 
from year to year, it seems possible that in some 
way they were exhausting the soil and finally had 
nowhere else to colonise; this could, for example, 
have been related to the dependence of orchids on 
mycorrhizal fungi (see McCormick et al., 2012). 
Meanwhile, two Broad-leaved Helleborines 
appeared in a heavily shaded part of the garden in 
2006 and have been increasing there ever since, 
with 21 flowering spikes in 2015. All three species 
are relatively common within the Milngavie area, 
but probably go unnoticed in gardens due to lawns 
being mown before the orchids flower spikes 
become apparent. Just a little further north at 
Dumbrock Loch the populations of eight orchid 
species have been monitored for over 30 years 
(Parkes & Longrigg, 2015). 
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