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On 16™ August 2007 a comma butterfly was seen
resting on a dogwood leaf at Chatelherault Country
Park (NS735539). This was followed by the sighting of
three butterflies together on 22™ August 2007. These
butterflies were feeding on creeping thistle (see Fig. 1)
and occasionally landing on common nettle in the
corner of a grazed field. Chatelherault Country Park is
mixed woodland based around the Avon Gorge and
associated ancient woodland. Preferred food plants of
the comma (wych elm, nettle, bramble etc.) are in
abundance.

This species seems to have been extinct in Scotland
since the 1870s (Thomson, 1980) having previously
been distributed as far north as Fifeshire (Duncan,
1840) but absent from the west. The variation in range
and decline of populations of the comma over the last
170 or so years is due to climatic variables including
cold winters and has been ascribed also to the
reduction in hop planting in England (Emmet & Heath,
1989). Warmer weather and a switch in preferred food
plant to common nettle seem to be helping the
subsequent spread of the comma (Emmet & Heath,
1989). Recent warm winters have allowed it to expand
in range through northern England and some records
from southern Scotland suggest successful over-
wintering (Futter et al, 2006).

Fig. 1. Comma butterfly Polygonia c-album f.
hutchisoniat Chatelherault Country Park, Hamilton.

The butterfly has been identified from the photograph
as a femae Polygonia c-albunt. hutchisoniRobson.
This variant is that of the summer generation with a
uniformly paler ground colour of the under wing
pattern, and shalower scallops to the edges as
described by Emmet & Heath (1989).

Communicating this comma sighting locally has
resulted in the reporting of a number of other records
from the Hamilton/M otherwell area for 2007, including
one from Calderglen Country Park in East Kilbride.
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