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Over the years a number of aquatic and marshland 
plants that are alien to Scotland have established 
themselves in the wetlands around the south-eastern 
corner of Loch Lomond (Mitchell, 1993). The 
assumption is that most have originated from escaped 
or discarded cultivated stock, having been washed in 
from the loch by wind-assisted drift or carried 
downstream by the River Endrick at times of flood. 
The latest addition to the area’s non-indigenous flora is 
the Flowering Rush Butomus umbellatus L. (Fig.1). In 
Britain the Flowering Rush’s native distribution is not 
considered to extend any further north than County 
Durham (Preston & Croft, 1997), although there is a 
history of its appearance as a casual in the Clyde Area 
and other places in Scotland (Preston, Pearman & 
Dines, 2002). 
 
 

 
 
Fig. 1.  The Flowering Rush has become well 
established in the Balmaha Marshes, Loch Lomond 
(Photograph: Norman Tait) 
 
The Flowering Rush is an emergent aquatic which 
normally spreads by its underwater rhizomes, although 
long range dispersal may sometimes occur through 
floating seeds or detached rhizomatous buds. As a 
plant which grows best under eutrophic conditions, the 
enriched waters which are to be found around the 
mouth of the River Endrick are undoubtedly favourable 
to this species.  
 
The first few plants in flower were recorded along the 
southern edge of the Balmaha Marshes NS 425902, 
Stirlingshire, in 2003 (T. Jacobs pers comm). Despite 
being grazed by cattle when the loch levels are low, its 
numbers have since increased significantly, with nearly 
200 flowering stems counted in early August 2006. As 

attractive as the species is, at its current rapid rate of 
colonisation the Flowering Rush may prove to be a 
serious competitor to some of the less vigorous native 
aquatic plants.   
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